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. Strype's SERMON 
Preached on the Day of the 


ational Thankſgiving, 
April 16. 1696. 
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DAVID and SAUL L | 3 


Preached on the Day of the HE 
|| National Thankſgiving, 
For God's gracious Deliverance of { 
| The King's Majeſty | 
From an 1 
ASSASSINATION, 4 


Ang 7708 a French Invaſon 
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os wat Preathid, thine \oid' "_ 


jb it, Sher got might Read that which 

Ou m—_ fo mel: Sutis ſation ; Bite 
hiefy, that 1 might Contribute, my ſmall 
mite; for the better infc mnforming the Minds 
of a ang others,. in the Fuſtice and 


our preſent Government un- 
der King 


what ſmall. Reaſon any Perſons bave to 


diſturb that Settlement that by God's Fro- | 


vidence is now eſtabliſhed. 


Which this plain Diſcourſe was avoid 


for. The Fruit whereo yl at be, to 'Con- 
wzince all of the borrib 


ILLIAM, and to ſhew 


Impiety of thoſe 
Miſcreants, that C ombined. themſelves: 
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To my Auditors 

topether to Aſſaſſmate the King's Sacred 
Perſon, and goo and Violence 80 
change the preſent eaſie and good Govern- 
ment ; and thereby to make us heartily 
ſenſible of God's merciful Prevention of 
thoſe Miſchiefs , and duly thankful $0 
bim for the ſame : And. laſily, to Unite - 
us all together as one Man, in the De- 
fence of our King and Laws. . 


Your Servant in the Miniſtry © 
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PSL ts 78, 
Let the Proud be aſhamed: For they 
dealt perverſly with me without 4 


Cauſe : But I will Meditate in » thy 
#roceptc 


Frans ahib lie: were a 4b Man 
dE A Man after God's 
=. King 'of ' God's 
own. frring w up,yet prong Sn rvp. a World «of 

Dangers, Sorrows-and Afflictions;: 'He had 
gs ftw a Cats 'Bue 
out of all their Hands God delivered him; - n- 
fomvuelsthat how _—_— ſoevertheir Minds 
were bent againſt him, tho they thirſted dfte 
his Blood, /and: Contrived and: Combinedito- 
gether many atime to ſhed itz Yet never cquld 
their Plots take effect.:  Frouble-enou 


in- 

decd they pur: him-20/z. Bur in ſpi f cheir 
Malice and: all: their open ee Opps et 

NT Aa he ſwayed Seen es 


A T banksgiving Sermon. 
rael many a year, Got many glorious ViGto- 

ries, Protected his Subjects" in thetr- Laws, 
Liberties and Religion, Enlarged his Domi- 
nions, grew Greater and Greater, and after 
all his Wars, before his Death God gave him 
Peace on every fide : And he gotia Name of 
one of the Mightieſt' and moſt . proſperous 
Monarchs that ever fat upon the Throne of 
Iſrael. 

In Commemoration of theſe Mercies of God 
to him ( for David's practiſe was to attribute 
all: his Succeſles-and Deliverances to/God, a 
not ro himſelt) he did uſe pink 
compoſe Poems upon: that; Argument, ts 
his own Meditations and 'Thagkſgivings: and 
that they migkit never be forgotten, heondet 


ed the -Levies, and. thoſe: that were oven-rche 


Muſick of: che Temple, that theſe: Plakns and 
Poems ſhould be uſed there irvtheir SacrodiAd- 
ſembliesandServices. And in this-C: 
there be abundance of Expreſſiohs 3 enchy the 
holy King fets forth theſe Matters, 
frequent mention of his:Enemncs,,. nd of: the 
AMictions; he ſuffered by their: means,-and bis 
earneſt Prayers and good Reſolutions which he 
made with F__ thereuntoi And Fs 5 
oing 
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A Thanksgiving Sermon. + -- 3 
doing in the Text. Let the Proud, (that is, 
the Wicked, for that Word in che Hebrew 
Language is but another Phraſe to expreſs a DV 
Wicked Man by ) be aſhamed ; for they dealt 
perverſly with me without a Cauſe. But I will 
_ Meditate in thy Precepts. : 

For the taking more diſtinEt Cognizance of 
theſe Words, and of King David's Condition 
as to his Enemies ſhewed by them, we may 
obſerve three things lying before us. 


I. Davids Enemies. | The Proud, that dealt 
perverſly with him without Cauſe. © 

I. David's Prayer againſt them, Let them 
be aſhamed. 

IIi. David's Reſolution and Practiſe, wich 
reſpe&t to his Enemies. But I wif Meditate in 
thy Precepts. 


I 


David's Enemies. Which are here deſcr- 
bed to be Proud or Evil Men,” who dealc with 
him perverſly, and that without Cauſe. And. 
who were theſe Enemies of Dav id, but the” + 
Friends of Saul ? As God had ſetup Saul to 
B Reign 


4 A T hbanksgiving Sermon. 
Reign over [ſrael, ſo for his Mif-government 
and Difobedience, the ſame God that exalted 
him depoſed him. TI have rejefed Saul from 

r Sam.xvi. reigning over Iſrael. And accordingly God 
'" took from him that Spirit, or Gift, that he 
ave him, whereby he was enabled to Govern 

the Kingdom, that God had advanced him to. 

Ver. 14. The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul. And 
that Spirit of Government that God took from 

Saul, came upon David, to qualifie him for 

that Kingly Office that God had laid upon 

ver 13, Dum. The Spirit of the Lord came upon David | 
from that day forward. That is, from the day 

that Samuel the Prophet, by God's ſpecial Oc- 
der, anointed him for King in Sax/'s ſtead. 

But notwithſtanding all this, Sax/, how- 

ever depoſed, rejected by God, and: put by 
his Kingdom, and David by God's own Ap- 
pointment conſtituted King in his room, yet 
had many that. ſtuck to him; and, even before 
David aflumed the Kingdom, laid all the wait 
they could for him, to. take him, to. kill him,. 
to. deſtroy him ;, as you. read at large in the 
firſt Book of Samuel: Striving thereby even 
to diſappoint. God's. own Purpoſe, and to. keep- 
Saul in his Throne, wham.God had _—_— 
and. 


A T hanksgiving Sermon. 
and to keep David out whom God had put ins 
But he that choſe him preſerved him, and at 
length brought him through all his Adverſitics 
to the Kingdom. And Sax/ periſhed in 
Battel. 

And when David was placed in the Throne, 
theſe old Friends of Saw/ ſtill continued their 
Enmity againſt him. They combine toge- 


ther, and ſet up: I/bboſheth Saul's Son, and 


made . him King ; And by their Influence a 
great part of the Nation followed him. And 


hence enſued continual Wars between the - 


Houſe of Davidy and the Houle of Sau/. And 
ſo two Parties were ſet up, and the whole 
Land of I/{rae/ brought into a miſerable State 
of Civil War by the feditious and unquiet 
Practices of theſe Malecontents. | 

And their rancoraus Hearts they ſhewed, 
not only in making open War againſt King 
David, and diſturbing the Peace of the King- 
dom, but likewiſe in their more ſecret Ma- 


chinations, Plottings and Conſultings to do 


him miſchief. This is that which. David 
ſeems here jn.the Text chiefly to negard, when 
he faith, They dealt gerveſy with him. Which 
one of the Latin Tranſlations. of. the Bible 


wg 


6 AT hanksgtving Sermon. 
Corfulrs- reads, They conſulted againſt me. They entred 
' ſ«meBib. into Conſultations to Compaſs ſfoine Deſigns 
Tur of Miſchief upon me. And another Latin 
Exiriamibi Bible reads, They frame Deſtruthons for me : Or 
wr. Catal, Contrived them, by uſing certain crafty me- 

thods, and taking certain fitting Seaſons, the 
; more ſurely to effect their. bloody purpoſes. 
They plotred together to Aſſaſſmate him, to 
uſe our modern Phraſe. For theſe Words of 
the Text ſeem to hold forth that Senſe, that 
their Plots and Conſpiracies were to take away 
his Life. And in this meaning did the old 
Tranſlators of our Pſalms take it, when they 
read it, They go wickedly about to deſtroy me. 
Wickedly indeed, to Compaſs the death of an 
innocent Man, nay of a King, and one of fo 
publick a Capacity, that many Thouſands, 
namely, as many as were his Subjefts, muſt 
feel the blow, eſpecially being ſo good and 
pious a Prince, as David was. | 

It added then unto their Crime, that the 

dealt chus perverſly with him without ay Caſt 
For what good Caule can you aſhgn, Oh ye 
Enemies of David, why ye have: dealt thus 
perverſly with him: Why ye thus Confpire 
and Plot againſt his Peace, his Honour and 
| his 


A Thanksgiving Sermon.” 
his. Life 2 Is he. an Ulſurper, whom God 
brought to the.Crown 2 He who is the great 
Diſpoſer of Kingdoms ; was not David ad- 
vanced by his peculiar Appointment, and won- 
derful Providence preſerved , to. ſit on the 
Throne of. Iſrael 2 And did not the People 
know that it was he whom God had eſta 

bliſhed to be King over 1ſra:1? And did they. 
not all joyfully accept him for their King 2 / 
Or ſince he came to Rule, what Miſ-govern- - 
ment, what Oppreſſion hath he. been guilcy 
of ?* Hatch he infringed the Peoples antienc 
Rites and Liberties 2 Hath he vexed or ſpoil- 
ed them 2. Hath he_turned Idolater himſelf,” 
or encouraged . and commanded Iſrael 'to for- 
ſake the God of their Fathers, and'to bow 
down to Baal, and the Gods that were round- 
about them ?- -Nay, Hath he not ſet up the 
true Worſhip of God, . diſcouraged Idolatry, 
and given Himſelf a good. Example of God-- 
lineſs unto his People ? Hath he not foughe 
the Peoples Battels, and Defended 1ſraet from 
the Phi/:ſtins, the Moabites and the Ammonites, 
thoſe Idolatrous Nations that bordered vp 
them, and. mortally hated them LH 


— | Surely 'Þ 


: Dan.u. 21, 


- Ch. v.21. 


A T bankggiving Sermon. 
Surely then none of theſe things could 
David's Enemies lay to his Charge, as Crimes 
or Neglects of Government, For what Cauſe 
then was it, that they are thus Confederate 
againſt him ? Did they-prerend the Reſtora- 
tion of Iſhboſheth, to fic upon his Fathers - 
Throne 2 Bur did not Gad Depoſe Sau/ 2 And 
did not God appoint David to be anointed 
King over Iſrael in his ſtead ? And did not 
Samuel, God's 'own Prophet, Anoint him 2 
Or may not, God diſpoſe of States and King- 
doms 2 Doth not he ſet up Kings, and caf 
them down, accarding to that of Dane/, He 
changeth the T ames and the Seaſons, He removeth 
Kings and fetteth up Kings 2 Doth not the meſ 
high God rule in the Kingdoms of Men, and ap- 


. pornt over them whomſaever be will 2 Yea, that 


was the Doctrine God himſelf taught a King 
that was lath to acknowledge it. In a Word, 
Are not all earthly Princes Gad's Subſtitutes 
and Deputies 2 And may he not change them, 
if he pleaſeth ? eſpecially, when he ſeeth they 


. do not execute. that hugh Charge which. he 
af. 


Committed to them in that Fuſtice and Fquis 


ty, and Moderation, and Care of the Peoples 


g00d, that Government , the Ordinance of 
| God 


F aa : 
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God, is on purpoſe Conſticuted for. And 


therefore, O ye Malecontents, ye have no 


ſuch Reaſon ro be angry with David, tho he 


poſleſſeth Sas Throne : Nor oupht ye to, - 
endeavour his Son's Reſtoration, _ it fy | 
Y 


the Lord's Doing, and brought about by h 
Hand and Providence. np i 

If ye ſay, Iſhboſheth is wronged, and your 
Endeavours of taking away David the preſcne 
King is to do Juſtice to who by 


Rerghte of Succeſſion to poſſeſs the Throne ; 
Then I fay, Will ye fight againſt God ? Are. 
ge Plans rey you Stronger than He ? And 


ides, what Right have you of your ſelyes 
to take this Authority to your ſelves > Who 


put the Sword into your Hands > Who gave-- 


you the Privilege to call Kings and Princes to 
Account 2 Did God 2 Take heed that you be 
- Not like the falſe Prophets, that ran when 


God had not fent them. - And Moreover, for - 


the doing pretended Right to one, will ye do. - 


Wrong to many Tho even to # whole 


Nation ? Shall 1ſþboſheth be reſtored, tho-the: - 


whole Kingdom periſh for ic.? Surely, if there 


be: no other way to do! Juſtice to T/ſbboſbeth, 
than to. do Injuſtice ta many Thouſands be- 


ſide, _ 
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A T bankggrving Sermon. 
{ide, you ought to leave Juſtice to God; and 
ro Commit to him -1ſhboſheth's Cauſe, which 
you think ſo good. But to Murther an Inno- 
cent King, to involye a Nation in Blood ; to 
bring in all the Miſeries, the Devaſtations and 
che Confuſions of a Civil War, among a Peo- 
ple that be in Peace and Quiet, and live cafie 
under David's Government ; chis ye can never 
juſtifie, but muſt needs be guilty of moſt 
horrible Impiety, and draw God's as well as 


the King's heavy Diſpleaſure upon you. . Ye _ 


can never have God's Approbation, nor bear 
out your ſelves by any good or tolerable Cauſe, 
for -your dealing thus perverſly wich him. And 
chus they dealc perverſly with David without 
Cauſe, as you have ſeen. And fo we haye 
conſidered David's Enenues, and their. Pre- 
tences. 'We proceed next to the ſecond par- 


ticular obſervable in the Text, -Viz. 


1h 


David's Prayer againſt theſe his Enemies, 


for his own Safety. Let them be aſhamed. That 


is, tet them be diſappointed. O my God, 
overthrow their unjuſt Purpoſes againſt me. 
David's 
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14 A 4 Thnegtoing Sermos. 
- This then, was this 4, oly King) Reſolution | 
and firm. Pyrpoſs + However if ed QUc. to 
whatever Eyils my undeſerye Enemies 

pre cavour to. bring upon: me, it ſhall nec 
me out, of God's way, it ſhall not_ break off 
my Courſe of Piety: I will never fall off from 
the Fear of my God, and from my Obedience 

to him. 

And thus I have given at good length an 
Expoſition, and Paraphraſe upon theſe Words 
of King David. And I have done it the more 
largely, that you may in: your.own Tho 
accommodate it the better to a preſent. 
af; the King and Nay he, Solenn Occaſion 
of.-oyr Meeting $. Gay, eren We 
are required openly, co ſhew.our thankful Se 
of fo 94: great. = Feb exprelled t mip 
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ſtead he gave. us another Prince, of. the, Royal 
Family, .who.was of our,own ligiong true, 
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A: T bankogiving Sermon, 
God hath clothed with Shame theſe perperſe 
Dealers. wich \us,-not only in fruſt 
bieakiog their,,,intentions;” but, in. that their 
T reaſons and baſe [Deſigns are. : cxppled to the 
World, to the ACTS f all that hear 
chem, nor only-in,theſe Kin : but fiend 
19 other, more. Fo cign\Parts.,.;. 
and whatloeyer they, be, . except thoſe that _ 
joyned hands in this Practiſe, and are Brethren 
10; RR Ini dot Condemn. "a fed 
W Lai ffi VC 
Thus God made. = aſhame ſhamed. And 
he hath- allo a bom ſome. of.chem: with: fur 
ol ther ſhame, - Ws thern Kg the 
| & C_—_ 
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A T baithsgiving \Sermon, _ 


for they dealt perverſly with me , without a Cauſe x 
But 1 will Meditate in thy Precepts. From whence. 
I infer two excellent Expedicnts of Succeſs 
againſt our Enemies; the; former. is Prayer, x 
and the later a Reſo/ution and Purpole to con- 
tinue in the Study and Practice of God's, Pre- 
cepts. 1 ſhall ſpeak but. a, Word. of each, of 
theſe, and ſo Conclude.- uy fs rhe 

I. In all our Apprehealions of our Enenues, 


let us fly unto God by. Prayer z and earneſtly 


implore 'him' to ſave and defend us ;/ and to- 
guard' us by ws Mo y Power from all our 
Adverſaries3 thoſe whom we know. nat of, 


and thoſe whom we know to be fo. . Indeed - 


we are never ſecure in this evil World: And 


' there is no Man's jnnocency can free hum from 


Danger. And we of this Nation muſt never 
expect to be without Enemies. For, if there 
were nothing elſe, it is our Religion, it.is qur 
happy Conſtitution and Government, that will 


Create us Adverſaries and Ill-willers. ; Well 
let us therefore be inſtance. in Prayer for God's | 


Protection : that he would make haſte tohelp- 
VETO D- | us; 


' David what to do, and how. to behave our _ 
ſelves, that our Enemies for the future-allo . 
may be put to ſhame. Let the Proud be aſhamed; 
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us ; that he would be our Rock and our Shel- 
cer from all our Foes ; that he would Watch 
over us, and Diſcover the' Snares that at any 
Time are lajd for us. And we muſt neyer be 
weary of theſe Prayers. *And then God, I truſt, 
will not be weary of hearing them, and giving 
a gracious Anſwer to them. | 

And ſurely for my part, I cannot- but attri- 
bute our many late notable Deliverances, to 
thoſe frequent and earneſt Petitions ſent up by 
many thouſands of good Men and Women in 
all Parts of the Nation, which we uſe in our 
daily publick Prayers : As where we pray, O 
God make ſpeed to ſave us. O Lord, make baſte to 
help us. And again, Defend us thy bumble Ser- 
| vants in all Aſfsaults of our Enemies. That we 
' ſurely Trufting im thy Defence may not fear the 

Power of any Adverſaries. And again, when 
we Pray, - That we being defended from the fear of 
our Enemtes, may paſs our time in reſt and quiet- 
meſs. And as 1t is in our [irany, Gractouſly 
hear us, that thoſe evils which the Craft and Snb- 
tilty of the Devil or Man worketh againſt us may 
be brought to nought, and by the Providence of thy 
Goodneſs be diſperſed, And again, Tarn from 
us all thoſe Evils that we moſt righteouſly have des 


erved. 


ſerved. And divers other of the Fke ling > BY J 
Great is the Efficacy of thele frequently _ pak - 
ed Peritzons, when put | in the Places w "i 
God's 'Hotiour dwells,” by: Mulciedes'of 
vourt People with per Tj holy Action, 
And as theſe Prayers have had ſuch happy _s 
fect, lo let us ſtill continue in them for our. - 
future Preſervation. 

H. In all our dangers of our Enemies- ler: 
us reſolvedly perſiſt in the Seydy and Praftice. 
of God's Law. This was holy Dawid's Reſo-- 
lution : The Proud dealt perverſly with me'> Bat- 
1 will be occupied in thy Commandments. | AStho- 
he ſhould have ſaid Keds Words, Iamwelt 
ſatisfied, ic "is the beſt Courſe to” be ſafe, © 
Fear God and'to Walk in his-Way, and to De 
pend upon perk bra Then ny I 
confidently - and- exPec 
plies whatſoever Noa Fa: © FOr't E\ 1 
forſake the Righteous, nor ſuffer um-to be 
moved.: . And-1f we aaald have God-ſtilico- 


watch over our Land-tor good level ' 
perſevere” in» our Proteſtant Profell + 


eſpecially in the PraCtiſe of our Proveſtan Do-- 

Erines, which ſo effectually and indiſpenſably- 
require of us a. vety.fobery. {tri and»holy.. * 2 
Converſation. Which-God-grant'us a Gree” 


a" 
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that we may do for the Peace and Safety bath 
of our ſelves and of our King, and of our Coun- 
try, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. T'o whom be 
all Honour, Glory and Adoration for Ever- 
more. | 


| Sermous new Publiſhed, and Sold by B. Almer 
im Cornhil. | 
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